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Subject: International Women's Year (IWY)

In response to your April 18th inguiry concerning
progress on planning for, and the status of the Execu-

tive Orcer dealing with IWY (1973), I have the
to report.

following

The United Nations Economic Committee (UNEC), the
U.S. inter~departmental committee chaired by State, has
considered this matter and reached a measure of agreement
on the wording of the Crder that will establish a Naticnal
Commission of 35 members for the Year and set geals and
guidelines directed toward stimulating interest in IWY
across the country. The draft Order provides for a
Gecrctariat nd office and conference facilities for the
Kational Comm ssion, as has beoen the pr:ctice with previous

vy

Years." The Ordcr will alco recognize the Nat

b

ional Com-

mission's rc:vons-u*~;*y to review and coordinate the work

of all claneants of the Federal Governuent, ni
a cooperative woriing ionship with the U.
for the Observance of IWY in its work with thc
sector.
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We have not arrived at a firm agreement on the
specific arca of thez Executive Branch in which the
Secretar.at 'should be located. i

We are continuing to press within the United Nations
for the passage of the U.S. sponsored resolution to hold
an international women's conference in 1975. The matter
is before the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to-
gether with a resolution containing a program for the
worldwide observance of IWY. The Soviets have opposed
both resolutions as they plan to hold an internaticnal
women's conference in East Berlin in 1975, lHowever,
our Representative to the UKN Commission on the Status
of Vomen, Mrs. Patricia Iiutar, -is now in New York at
ECOSOC, and we believe she will be as successful in
winning approval for both items as she was at the
recent meeting of the Commission.

Our represcntatives have worked clesely with the
17 Sccretariat, which pians to fund IWY with a budget
of $300,000 from within existing Ul resources. Our
Delegation is also encouraging nongovernmental organiza-
tione accredited to the UN to hold a brief conference
at the same tine as IWY. We belicve it important that
their views be reflected in the final Conference
recommendations.

On a Federal level, interect in planning for the >
Year has come from wemen represcenting a broad base of
federally employed women whe aire uniteé in the objective ¢
of uwaradinag the status of women. The Federal Women's LVt
Coordinators in cach of the Federal Departments and L
the UNKC represcntatives have also sharced the active
interest in planning. We are working to broaden this
interest and to develov a more extensive base of active
participation among other Federal agencies.

In October 1972 the Burcau of Cultural Affairs of
the Department of State granted $36,000 to Meridian
louse Internaticnal, which created the U.S. Center for
the Obscrvance of Internaticnal Women's Year., I
beliceve that Dr. Ruth Dacon, the Dircctox of the Center,
has been in touch with vyour officce and provided a recent
briefing on the subject. :
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Tie U.S. Center ic developing its program with
the advice of an advisory group drawn from 35 non-
governr ~ntal organizations, the majority with national
and international affiliations. It has recently activated
a financial committee and a speakers burecau; and, with the
help of a newly reccruited media consultant, is focusing on
fund raising and publicity.

Your interest and offer of assistance are most
appreciated. In this regard, our major obstacle appears
to be the funding of this program. Your suggestions
and support could be of inecstimable help as we attempt
to cope with this problen.,
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